THE LATER DRAMA UP TO THE CIVIL WAR

About 1605 Jonson began to write masques for the court of
James I, and in that year his great poetic and ironic comedy
Volpone was probably produced. It was pub. in 1607 with the title
Ben, lonson, his Volpone or the Foxe (modern edd. in Neilson and
Y.S.E,, 1919). Epicocne^ or the Silent Woman was produced in 1609-
TO, and possibly printed in the same year. The earliest extant ed.
is dated 1620 (modern edd, in Y.S.E., 1906 and by C. M. Gayley
in R.E.C. Vol. 2). The Alchemist, acted in 1610 was pub. in 1612
(modem edd. in Y.S.E., 1903, in Neilson, by G. A. Smithson in
R.E.G. and facs. in Noel Douglas Replicas;. Jonson's second
Roman tragedy (Catiline, his Conspiracy, was acted in 1611 and pub.
in the same year (modern ed. in Y.S.E. 1916), His great realistic
picture of London life, Bartholomew Fair was acted in 1614, ^ut
not printed till it appeared in the collective ed. of Jonson's
work pub. 1640 with a separate title dated 1631 (modern ed. in
Y.S.E., 1904). The Devil is an Ass, another comedy, acted in
16165 also appeared for the first time in the 1640 ed. with title
dated 1631 (modem ed. in Y.S.E., 1905). Jonson now abandoned
the theatre, and wrote no more plays for nine years. Some of his
finest masques were written curing this period. During his
last years, however, he produced a series of four comedies that
are far inferior to the great works of his prime. They are The Staple
of Newes acted in 1625, first pub. in the 1640 ed. with the 1631
title page; The Newe Inne, or the Light Heart,., "As it was never
acted but most negligently play'd, by some, the King's servants,
in 1629," to quote Jonson's words on the title page of an ed. of
1631 (modern ed. in Y.S.E., 1908); The Magnstick Lady (acted in
1632, pub. in 1640 ed. of the Works, modern ed. in Y.S.E., 1914);
and A Tale of a Tub (acted in 1632, pub. in 1640 ed. of the Works,
modem ed. in Bang, 1913). The 1640 ed. of Jonson's Works also
contains the beautiful unfinished pastoral The Sad Shepherd^ or a
Tale of Robin Hood (modern ed. by W. W. Greg in Bang, 1902),
and a short fragment of a historical tragedy called Mortimer', his
Fall. For Jonson's authorship of the "additions" to The Spanish
Tragedie see p. 229. Some of his finest poetry is to be found
in his beautiful masques mostly written to be acted at court.
Among the best are The Masque of Beautye (1608), The Masque
ofBlacknesse (1608), The Hue and Cry after Cupid (for Viscount
Haddington's wedding, 1608), The Masque of Queenes (1609), A
Masque of the Metamorphosed Gypsies (1621).

The earliest collected ed. of Jonson's Works appeared in a folio
in 1616 containing nine plays. In 1640 this ed. was re-issued
with a second vol. containing five more comedies and the
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